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St. Benedict students’ project comes to fruition with trout release

By Christine Schirato
Our Town Assistant Editor
»

Last month, St. Benedict Catholic School students
saw a project they began in November come to fruition
at the Kids Sport Complex in Benscreek.

The students raised trout through Trout in the Class-
room and released them in Benscreek May 10.

“We raised them from eggs,” said A.J. Papcunik, an
eighth grader. “It was fun watching them develop from
an egg to what they are now. It was fun testing for am-
monia and nitrates.”

The eggs were shipped from a hatchery and normally
hatch within a week. From there, the students care for
the trout, cleaning tanks, maintaining water temperature
and pH and feeding the fish until they are ready to be
released.

This was St. Benedict’s first year participating in the
trout project.

Normally, the trout are released when they are a bit
larger — around 3- to -4-inch fingerlings.

The fish the students released were approximately 1 to
2 inches long, which was dictated by water temperature.

“They kept their tank really cold,” said Melissa Reck-

ner divectar of the Kielki-Conemanoch Stream Taam
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St. Benedict students use a net to collect macro-
invertebrates as part of a Trout in the Classroom
project. The students raised the trout from eggs in
November and released them as fingerlings May 10
in Benscreek.

“This was St. Benedict’s first year, so we went slowly
and cautiously.”

For Stephen Philibin, a sixth grader, the project helped
him understand the lifecycle of trout, of which he is a fan
of fishing.

“It was fun. We learned what the trout like to eat,
where they liked to be in the streams,” Philibin said.

Unfortunately, the extra knowledge didn’t help him
reel any more in.

“It still didn’t help the outcome,” he joked.

The day didn’t end with the release and neither did
their learning.

Trout continued on page A14
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